FORTY     THOUSAND      AGAINST     THE     ARCTIC
always put me on the most difficult jobs because they like
me. Sometime ago there was a brigade at the mill that
had never fulfilled its plan. All the time their results were
round about 87.3 per cent. The brigadier said that his
workers were a bad lot. I looked at them and said to them:
4'Your brigadier is a rotter.55 I started working with them.
On the first day we did 104 per cent, on the second 107 per
cent, on the fifth 113 per cent. At the end of the week we
did 130 per cent. All I did was to put each man at the
job for which he was best suited. The manager liked my
method and so did my brigade. They had made 20 or 30
roubles a day extra and I got a premium of 500 roubles
that month.3
Here I interrupted him to ask how his material life now
compared with that of ten years ago, when—as he had told
me—he was still a peasant. cOh, then when I went to
church on Sunday I had not such a good suit as I wear now
when I go to work. Why, I had never had leather shoes
before I came here. Only bark. Now I have got a gramo-
phone, six shirts, four suits, two pairs of shoes and, of course,
boots and valinki (felt boots) for the winter. Galyushka
has a balalaika and Kolya, the boy, a football. Galyushka
works on the loading pier and together we make about
1100 roubles each month. That's a lot of money. I don't
even spend the lot. We have a savings book at the Post
Office, and from the money we put aside we are going to
take an extra long holiday next year to look up old
friends. But I want to tell you how I work, because that's
what I am proud of, and that's also what the newspaper
here is writing about.
'There was a sawmill worker in Archangel. A bloke
that did 230 cubic metres in one shift with his brigade, and
called himself the champion of the Soviet Union. I said
to myself: You can beat that. And I did beat him. We
did 240 cubic metres. What do you think the manager
did? Sent a wire to Archangel to annoy the fellow there
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